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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE Upcoming Dates  

 November  2 

Parent Teacher Conference 

7:00 P.M.—9:00 P.M. 

November  3 

Election Day 

School Closed 

Parent/Teacher Conferences 

9:00 A.M.—12:00 P.M. 

November  6 

Photo Make-Up Day 

7th grade Class Party 

7:30 P.M.—9:00 P.M. 

November 9 

MS Winter I Sports Begin 

November 11 

Veteran’s Day 

School Closed 

November  18 

MS PTA Meeting &                       
Principal’s Forum 

7:30 P.M.—9:00 P.M. 

November  20 

8th Grade Class Party 

7:30 P.M.—9:00 P.M.  

November  26-27 

Thanksgiving Recess 

School Closed 

“All students can learn.”  

~ Christopher Morley 

Dear Parents, 

Our school continues to gain accolades and recognition from national 
and State agencies for the success of our students. A few years ago the 
New York State Commissioner of Education designated Garden City 
Middle School as a model support school for the Essential Elements of 
Middle Level Education – the official State Standard of exemplary mid-
dle schools. Last year, following a formal nomination by the New York 
State Commissioner of Education, we were officially recognized by the 
United States Department of Education as a National Blue Ribbon 
School of Excellence for our students’ exemplary long-term academic 
achievement. Last year, our school was also recognized by the New York 
State Department of Education for having Validated Effective Practice in 
Special Education – in particular, our co-teaching and support programs 
were cited for best practice in our region.  

Once again, it is my pleasure to share exciting news….the New York 
State Education Department’s Vocational and Educational Services for 
Individuals with Disabilities (VESID) will shortly designate Garden City 
Middle School as an Effective Practice Mentor (model) School!  We’re 
very excited about this recognition as it validates our shared commit-
ment to ensure that every child gets a first class seat in our school. Of 
course, we thank our teachers and support staff for insuring that all of 
our students have a rigorous education within a warm and supportive 
environment! We also wish to thank our District’s Central Office Ad-
ministration, and our Board of Education, for their continuing support 
which made this designation possible.  

Without question, we have a very special community here in Garden 
City. 

Best wishes, 

Peter Osroff 
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Maria Cafaro—Editor 



IMPORTANT REMINDERS 

Electronic Devices 

 As specified in the student contract, all electronic devices, including cell phones and all types of cameras should 
be kept in the student’s locked locker throughout the regular school day. Using a camera or cell phone without prior 
permission is prohibited and will be viewed as a serious disciplinary violation subject to consequence. 

Attendance 

 The Middle School attendance number to report absences and lateness is 478-3088.  You can reach this number 
at any time; the machine is always on. Education Law permits an excused absence or tardiness for the following reasons 
only: sickness or death in the family, impassable roads or weather, religious observance, school- supervised trips, and 
required presence in court. Absence or tardiness for any other  reason is considered unexcused. Parents are requested to 
advise the school of a child’s absence or lateness by telephoning the school before 9:00 A.M. The school will telephone 
the homes of any unreported absentees after 9:00 A.M. 

PTA – Principal’s Forum 

November 18 at 7:30 P.M. 

Middle School Auditorium  

P2P PRESSURE  PARENT WORKSHOP 

Joanna Matheson -- Director of Big Brothers and Sisters  

Appropriate for parents, guardians and educators, this presentation deals with the critically important issues around 
peer pressure and its influence on the decisions children make with respect to drug and alcohol use. Many adolescents 
engage in behaviors that put their health and safety at risk and it is important that we recognize and address the issues 
before a tragedy occurs.  Topics will include:  

• signs that a child is being bullied or pressured to participate in illegal/unhealthy activities 

• how to help a child stand up to peer pressure 

• over-the-counter drugs and prescriptions and the role they play as “gateway drugs”   

• steps to take to keep the lines of communication open between you and your child 

• steps to take if you find out that a child has become involved in drugs and/or alcohol 

•  the role technology plays in peer pressure and bullying activities 

Home Base Advisory Program 

  Our Home Base curriculum continues to be refined to better meet the needs of our students. We thank the com-
mittee of teachers and Pupil Personnel Staff  who continue to revise our program. In addition to our ongoing anti-
bullying program, we continue to focus on our students’ affective domain development. This year, we are also increas-
ing our focus on building students’ coping skills for when they face difficult situations.    



Individual Meetings Have Already Begun! 

 As part of the New York State Comprehensive Guidance model, each student in grades six, seven, and eight 
meets with their school counselor both individually and in groups.  Individual/group meetings are a great way for 
both students and counselors to address any concerns or issues that may arise.  It is also an opportunity for each coun-
selor to establish closer relationships with their counselees, and build upon those relationships that have already been 
established over the years.   Any student/parent who would like to meet with their school counselor(s) may schedule 
an appointment at any time.  Please contact the guidance secretaries, Mrs. Marigliano or Mrs. Boruch, at (516) 478-3020. 

Become Active In Your School! 

 It’s very important for students to be a part of the  school community, and being involved is a great way to 
make new friends and participate in something that students enjoy. Students are encouraged to continue their involve-
ment in school clubs, activities, and sports, and the Guidance Department would like to challenge every student to join 
at least one club, intramural sport, or team this year.  Opportunities for involvement are announced every school day as 
well as posted online, and recently a master list of the clubs and activities were mailed home.  The list included names 
of advisors, locations, and day/time of each activity.  Parents may also access the list of clubs and activities by logging 
onto the Middle School website at http://middleschool.gardencity.k12.ny.us. 

 Don’t Forget! Try outs for the school musical  will begin in mid-November.  We look forward to another won-
derful production in March, so...don’t delay; join today! 

 

The Middle School Counseling Center 

 Garden City Middle School’s Counseling Center provides guidance services to students in grades six 
through eight.  Some of the programs implemented include lunch groups, classroom visit push-ins, individual 
and group student meetings, parent conferences, and evening programs. 

 One of the department’s goals is to promote each student’s academic, social, and emotional development, 
while providing a safe and trusting environment where students feel comfortable speaking with their counselor.  
We also encourage parents to reach out to us as needed, so that our joint efforts assist in your children’s success. 

                 Kitty R. Klein, District Coordinator of Guidance 

                 kleink@gcufsd.net 

6th Grade  

Mrs. Ingoglia 

ingogliam@gcufsd.net 

SPOTLIGHT ON 

THE GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT 

7th Grade  

Mr. Tumminello 

tumminellov@gcufsd.net 

8th Grade  

Mrs. Weiner 

weinerr@gcufsd.net 

Garden City Middle School Guidance Office (516) 478-3020 

Mrs. Marigliano and Mrs. Boruch — secretaries 



SPOTLIGHT ON 

THE GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT 

Welcome Back Seventh Graders! 

 The school year has started off well for seventh grade students.  Scheduling adjustments are now complete and 
students have settled into the day-to-day routine of school. 

 During the month of September, Mr. Tumminello visited the Home and Careers classes to help “kick off” the 
career unit.  Mr. Tumminello discussed how career education is a process that takes place from childhood into adult-
hood.  Some examples of student’s learning about careers include field trips, guest speakers, children’s literature, me-
dia, and “career days.”   Students also brainstormed a list of factors to consider when choosing a career.  They were 
then asked to pick three factors that were most important to them, and students voluntarily shared their thoughts with 
their classmates. 

 Students who would like additional career information can visit the career section at the Middle School Library 
or at the Public Library.  In addition, Mr. Tumminello and the Home and Career teachers are  happy to discuss individ-
ual career exploration questions with interested students. 

 Another exciting opportunity that is available to seventh grade students this year is the National Junior Honor 
Society (NJHS).  During the opening day assembly, the NJHS advisor, Mr. Camillieri spoke to the seventh grade class 
about specific criteria and membership requirements.   In addition, application procedures were discussed, and they 
were informed that following the third quarter qualified students will receive an application to apply for membership.  
Students who meet the criteria will be asked to attend the induction ceremony on the evening of June 3, 2010.  Addi-
tional information can be found in the student planner, in the clubs and activities booklet, or on the middle school web-
site. 

For additional seventh grade questions or concerns, please feel free to contact Mr. Tumminello at 478-3020 or via e-mail 
at tumminellov@gcufsd.net. 

 

 Sixth Graders, Welcome to the Middle School! 

 On September 8, 349 sixth grade students gathered together at an assembly where they were welcomed to Gar-
den City Middle School.  They were greeted by building administration, Dr. Osroff, Principal, Mrs. Lee and Mr. Marr, 
Assistant Principals; Mrs. Ingoglia, 6th grade counselor;  Ms. Logue, 6th grade class advisor;  and Mr. Tullo, Middle 
School Athletic Coordinator. 

 Weeks after, and as part of the sixth grade transition plan, Mrs. Ingoglia visited each sixth grade English class 
to introduce the middle school guidance program.  Students were given an overview of the academic, social, and emo-
tional supports of the counseling department.  Mrs.  Ingoglia also discussed the important role of a school counselor in 
middle school.  Prior to the end of each session, students were asked to complete a personal inventory activity sheet to 
assist Mrs. Ingoglia in getting to know them. 

 In addition to pushing into the sixth grade English classes, Mrs. Ingoglia visited each of the sixth grade Home-
base classes.  During this time, she spoke with students about the importance of becoming involved in school spon-
sored activities, such as clubs and intramurals.  Mrs. Ingoglia further explained that clubs are a great way for students 
to explore interests and new friends, while having fun and connecting with the school community.   Other topics ad-
dressed included bullying and good character. 

 For additional questions or concerns about sixth grade, please feel free to contact Mrs. Ingoglia at 478-3020 or 
via e-mail at ingogliam@gcufsd.net. 



Important News for Eighth Graders 

 The first few weeks of September were busy with scheduling changes, but now all is running smoothly, and 
students are enjoying their electives.  Electives, both in the Middle School and High School, are a wonderful way to ex-
plore areas of interest which can potentially lead to a career choice in the future. 

 Mrs. Robyn Weiner, the eighth grade counselor, is thrilled to be working with the eighth grade students and 
parents for a third year.  Eighth grade is an exciting year as we continue to challenge students academically as well as 
assist them with the transition into grade nine.  While it is still early, we have already begun the planning stages of how 
to best transition your child into the High School.  The scheduling process will begin in early January with an eighth 
grade assembly.  Soon after, a meeting for parents will be held at the High School.  Please understand that  the transi-
tion and scheduling process is a shared one, and additional information will be available and communicated in the up-
coming months. 

 In the meantime, students should continue to work their hardest since some eighth grade courses will 
appear on their high school transcripts (and calculate into their grade point averages).  Some of these courses in-
clude world language and accelerated mathematics and science. 

 Another reason it’s important for students to maintain good grades is because final grade averages in each 
course, as well as department assessments, will impact their ninth grade level placement (Regents and/or Honors 
Level). For additional information regarding the ninth grade honors policy, please visit our counseling department 
website.  http://middleschool.gardencity.k12.ny.us/departments/guidance 

 For additional eighth grade questions or concerns, please feel free to contact Mrs. Weiner at 478-3020 or via e-
mail at weinerr@gcufsd.net. 

SPOTLIGHT ON 

THE GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT 

How Counselors Can Help 

If a counselor’s role could to be summed up into one word, it would be DIVERSE.  In fact, guidance for the most 
part is viewed as the jack of all trades, and the scope of responsibility encompasses all aspects of student life: aca-
demic, family, social, personal, and developmental.  Counselors work hand in hand with students, parents, and 
teachers to assist with each child’s success.  The following are several key areas of support that are provided by 
school counselors: 

• Provide transition support as students move from elementary to middle and from middle to high school 

• Articulate with elementary and high school teachers and counseling staff 

• Counsel students who struggle with personal, peer, family, and academic issues 

• Act as a liaison between students, teachers, and parents 

• Monitor the academic progress of each student 

• Provide direct counseling services to students individually and in support groups 

• Offer education and support services to parents 

• Assist in providing consultation services for teachers 

• Advise students on academic and post-secondary planning 

• Facilitate the career exploration process for students 



IN & AROUND  
G C M S  

Anti-Bullying Club (ABC) 
 
 On October 30, the Anti-Bullying Club (ABC) will be hosting their annual Troops         
Halloween Bake Sale.  The event will take place during all lunch periods. The money raised will 
help Garden City Middle School send treats to our soldiers fighting in Iraq.  If you would like to 
bake or donate money for this event, please see Ms. Greenwald in room 151.  The club is hoping 
to beat last year's $649 record.  Your help and support would be greatly appreciated. 

Congratulations to Aidan Brown 

 Congratulations to 8th grader, Aidan Brown, who won the “Question of The Month” contest in Lacrosse      
Magazine.  Aidan named the tying goal at the Cornell-Syracuse NCAA men’s championship game, “The Foxboro 
Flip.”  Aidan won a 2010 Grant head from Adidas and his explanation/answer was featured in the August addition.  

9/11 Day of Service 

 Garden City Middle School has participated in its first annual 9/11 Day of Service Award. Our “Wish Upon a 
Star… Bedtime Storybooks and P.J. Drive” benefitted The Pajama Program, a non- profit organization that donates new 
pajamas and books to children around the world and in the United States.  These children  are waiting to be adopted 
into  loving homes.  We would like to congratulate the following home bases: Ms. Rousku, Mr. Camillieri, Ms. Takach, 
Dr. Zaferiou, Mrs. Boonshaft,  and Mrs. Pollack for having 90% or more participation in our  fundraiser. The students 
received cookies and milk as a token of thanks for working so hard to make our drive a success! 

The Herodotus Society 

 The Herodotus Society is holding its annual collection for Veterans.  Bring all donations to 
room 202 or to the box by the main entrance.  Donations are due Wednesday, October 28, 2009.  
They need shampoos/conditioners, deodorant, large print books, chess and checker sets, hearing 
aid batteries, cardigan sweaters, undershirts, disposable razors, sugar-free, hard candies, socks,      
jumbo- sized poker cards, toothbrushes, toothpastes, and soap.  If you have any questions, contact 
Ms. Rumbelow. 

 

Memorial Bench 

  A  very special  thank you to the  Student Council for their donation of the Parente Family Memorial Bench 
which is now within our Garden Pond Courtyard. 



 IN & AROUND  
G C M S  

The Art Corner with Ms. Rousku 
“Creativity takes courage.” - Henri Matisse 

Tip of the month:  Patience is key, take time to develop your artwork! 

A Reminder to Art Club members:   The art club has been divided  into three sections by grade.  Please see 
Ms. Rousku if you wish to join at this time. Students may become members at anytime throughout the 
year.  Art Club dates and times are posted outside the art room and on Ms. Rousku’s website. 

The Robotics Club 

 The Robotics Club is open to all Garden City Middle School students with an interest in technology, robotics, 
basic programming functions and some basic electronics. Students meet weekly Tuesdays at 7:30 A.M. in room 149. 
Weekly attendance in not required. Come build, create, and have fun! 

The Science Research Club 

 Students in the Science Research Club can choose which morning they wish to attend, either Tuesday, Wednes-
day, Thursday, or Friday morning.  The club meets in room 244 with Dr. Zaferiou. 

Math Research Club  

 This year's Math Research Club is off to a fantastic start.  Currently there are twenty-six students participating, 
representing grades 6, 7 and 8, with a nice mix of individual and group projects being considered.  Most of the mem-
bers have identified their research topics, and have begun their preliminary review of source materials.  Several of the 
6th grade participants are working along side the older students, and it is great to see the interaction and camaraderie 
across all grade levels.   

 There is still room for more members to join, and plenty of time to get started in time for participation in 
the Long Island Math Fair.  Interested students are encouraged to see Mr. Hoffmann in room 206 for more information. 

Ms. Beovich’s Students Make Nutritious and Fun Food! 
 
 Students in Ms. Beovich's fourth period class learned that cooking can be  fun!  One dish they made is cucumber 
airplanes with pepper and celery cargo and carrot wings.  They are colorful, fun to make, yummy to eat, and healthy!   
 They are also making exciting dishes such as fruit salad in ice cream cone dishes, surprise grilled cheese, wacky 
Waldorf salad, frozen banana yogurt pops, crunchy veggie shapes, crusty chicken fingers, and more!  They're learning  
that food can be delicious AND nutritious! 



THE GARDEN CITY MIDDLE SCHOOL LIBRARY 

Recommendations by Library/Media Specialist: Mr. Daniels 

 

 

 

     

    

 

 

  

 

 

 

  
ZooBreak 

By Gordon Korman 

 When Griffin Bing's class goes to a floating zoo, they don't expect to see animals 
being treated so badly. They don't expect to find Cleo, Dog Whisperer Savan-
nah's pet monkey who's been missing for weeks. And they really don't expect to 
have to hide the animals once they've rescued them! Hilarity ensues as Griffin's 
team pulls off a heist...trying to break the animals back into a (better) zoo! 

No animals were harmed in the making of Gordon Korman's funny, crowd-
pleasing follow up to Swindle. 

  

      

 

  

Change-Up 

By John Feinstein 

 A behind-the-scenes mystery at the World Series from bestseller John Feinstein. 
 
Teen reporters Stevie Thomas and Susan Carol Anderson are covering baseball's 
World Series, and during the course of an interview with a new hot pitcher, they 
discover more than a few contradictions in his life story. What's he hiding? An 
embarrassing secret? A possible crime? Let the investigation begin! 

  

     

 

  Wild Girl 
By Patricia Reilly Giff 

Lidie lives in Jales, Brazil, where she’s free to ride, to be a wild girl, and to 
dream of going to live with her father and older brother, Rafael, in New York 
City. Finally Lidie is 12—time to leave Brazil for New York. 
 
Meanwhile, a filly is born and begins her journey to a new home. As Lidie’s 
story unfolds, so does the filly’s. 
 
Lidie’s father runs a stable at a famous race track, and Rafael is training to be a 
jockey. As much as they want to make Lidie feel welcome, they still think of her 
as the little girl they left behind. They don’t even know what a strong rider she 
is, and that she’s determined to befriend and ride the wild filly her father has 
just bought: Wild Girl. 


